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- HISTORY
11187 INPANIRY REGIENT, RIFLE
T from- :
9 geptember to 21 September 1943

3 on 5 geptember 1913, the 1llst Regimental gombat Tesm composed of the -

1hlet Infantry Regiment, 131st Field Artillery Battalion, Gompany "A", 11lih

. Pngineer Baltbalionm, Company "&%, 111th Medieal Balbalion and the 1st Platoon,

- 36th Resormaissance Troop left ORAN, ALGERIA, 1in comvdy o commence the operation
Mivalanchol-=tha invasion of Italy on the Gulf of SALERNO. |The convoy precsedsd '
\long the Forth Afriean coustline to BIZEREA, TWWISIA, and around the extreme

 western tip of SICILY, heading for the @Wlf of SALERNO. co .

‘The days the comvoy was emroute were calm and sumy-~the nigats cool and
‘clears Tho Voyage was & wolcome respilte from the -days of vigorous training and
the many hours of detailed plaming for the opsration. Although the scldiers
were to face actusl cowbat for the first time, there was mo lovidenmce of fear
 among them--they gumtled, sang, enjoyed the mavy food ‘and oopscidlly appreciated
the shower facilities and stebilized life of the Navye. The extrame heat, dold
.end dirt of AFRICA ves forgotben, The atmosphere was more tha® of a pleasure
© cruise until %hie maps and deiailed cperations of the invasion were issued W all .
officers and non-commigsioned officers.  Then, smell groups wers observed cluster-.
" ad together all over the ships, planning each mimute detail of what each man
wuld do upon lending. The officers checked and rachecked maps, photographs and
ordexss ' : : - . : - : : :

_ The convoy was joined by e Brifish comvoy, carrying tie British 10th Corpsy
on B geptember at 1800, Ships could be observed as far as the eys could sso—~
the destroyers being mere pinpoints in the distance as they guarded e siips from .
aittack by submarines. The convoy was Mot of ikbe gigantic proporticns of the '
 gieilismn invasion. Tt wms a concentrated, poweriul force gepending upon its puach
% 4o establish a beachhead for the troops thst were to follows. The convoy was atiack=
. | 8d by enemy aircralft oa the far Teft flenk sftey dark on 8 gfeplember. The Havy
spreng o its battle stations ag the troops Ffiled below decks to clear the wsather
' decks for actiom. The atbtacked flank of the coxvoy hrew heavy eoncentrations of
anti-aircraft shells into the night sky--the tracérs foming o well of red fire.
Al though the news of the swrendsr of Itely had been received & few hours earlier
‘and had caused great jubilation smong the troops, the finding of the ships by enemy
planes eliminated the clement of surprise upon which the invasion foree depended &
@"ea’e desl e : - _ h

A% 2300 B September ithe call to General Quarters wes issved. Dmmedistely the
‘sounds of the ships! winches moving landing creft to positions—for lowsring ints
. the water, the placing of ammvnitior, wespons, radios s\ binbgpeds of various
. military materiel used by & combat forge in their desjtnetéd plage o5l
- and treops cclleching thelr packs and weapons, husme

At Q001 9 September the first wab teams were gpiled id
. the wshipst loud-speskerg--ihe. lilst Reglmental Combgb \Tegms y
began disembarkation” from the USS CARROLL, USS JEFFERS
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H,MS PHRUSTER and HMS ORONTES in small l&I{dng eraft for the fimasien of the conbin~
 ‘ent of Burcpe on s beach in'the Gulf of SALERNO north of AGROPOLY, TTALY-~the first

pmerican troops'to carry the fight to. the homegrownd of the jxis. A4s e4ch boat
wave formed it moved off into ~the night to a rendeveuk ares To eolrcle and recircle
“until all the waves were formed. The sky on the left flank in'the Tieinity of

SHLERIO ves reat with the fInshes of bombs end gunfire. Fires of an unkmown source

cotl@ be seen burning ok the meiplend as the boat waves dre_w; closer to shore.

" 4% 03%0 assault waves of the 1lst and Jrd Batiallons of e Ujlst Infantry

. landed on BLUE and YELIOW desigmeted Deaches Two. and one-baif miles north of -

- AGRYFOLI==beaches dominated in front aad on the right by high bills from two ®o

. four miles from the shorsline.’ The 1st Pabtalion wes landed approximately 500

" yards souwth of their designated RLUE.beach» The first two boat waves procesdsd
imland fowards the battalion objective, but as the third weve_landed Qorman .

machine guns, riflexen, banks and artillery began firing from well prepared é{ﬂdf RN
strongly defended positions. Hlements of the. 1st Bettalion worked thelr way %o the .

- vi¢inity of the railroad bridge ovaer the SALOFRONE River with the bulk of the bat-
4alion between that. point and ite lomding ares south of BLUE beach. Here it was
eut of f from the regimeut by German comtbr-attack which struck the right of the.

. 3rd Babtalion. Ths roms inder of ‘the let Battalion was immediately plmned to ibe

.ground. The beach had been mined and was congtantly swept by enemy fire. TFLUR

. beach was abendoned by landing eraft and the subsequent waves of The 1t Battalion

bogan landing on YELLOW beach.

The 3rd Battalion landed on YELLOW beach mesting machine gun, rifle end othay

‘gmall amms, tank and artillery fire on the beach vhich was directed &t all boat
maves. The assault waves precesded inland approximately LO0 yards where the infans
Wy began to engage the enmemys ' ' . - -

The ond Battalion landed on YELLOW beach 8% 0530 and proces ded along %ha

left flank of the Jrd Battallionr. meoting the same type of fire from the enemy as
the lst and 3rd Battalions. o ' . : :

i{ending oraft of the fifth and subsequent waves wore shelled by 'tanks from
the plain and & baibery of 887s.om Hill 70, A nunber of lmnding craft were hib
. bub the ¥avy crewmen displayed great courage and headed thelir boabs into the
i Blistering fire directed straight at them. . Severalof the bokis wore hit seme dis~
‘tanse from the shore amd the persomel in fhe eraft abendonsd #Hhsir eguipment snd
swem for shore as the oraft sank wnder thems The boat carrying a detachment of -
Gompany "D* led by lst Lt. Claude D. Roscos of Bré¥imo 4, Texas, was suk nesr
sbore. The men were picked wp by & boet raturning to 1ts ship from the boache.
. Upon resching the ship, Tk Roscas and his men were hastily re-squipped with sub=
‘mechine guns and left the ship on the firet landing eraft 45 1mnd on YELLOW
beach. geveral landing craft hit on the beach or nesr shore hurned or drifited
helplessly as the orews wero elther Mdlled or wovnded.

The Regimental Combat Team comwsdd group commanded by ol
wermer of Sar Antonie; Texas, lending at 0550, was Jjust beh ingis
Colonel Werner collected such staff officers as were availablep
gréinating the ‘attack of tie 2nd and %rd Battalions. (olone 1y
‘beach ares, placing L. Colomel Andrew Fe Price of For® Porth), Texadf &

. and went forward to contact Lie Colonel Edward D. Nofall, oommg oding off1
the 5rd Battalion. TUpon reaching e formerd glewents of the PN
. parent that hesvier fire than thet possessed by ihe lufantry woulh
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© %o ropel -the enamy Colonel warner instructed Caplain Fraderiek . Booth of
‘gan . Ben:.-to, Texes, Commanding gfficer of Qarnon Gompany, to retarn te the beach

. and 1eca-ta the n.avalg,un ohsawer, Bnsign Alistair semple,. An mrder to radio a -

ngssage for naval. gun support. ' jhile searching for Znsign seanple on the beach,

- papiain Booth was hit by shell fire and seriously wounded. i{blonel Warnar ‘then

returned to the beach area and was.able to loeate Emsign Ssm,pla. Pnsign Semple
- tried agrin snd again %o contmct the naval gunboats but they wore tor far out’ at

1 sea ‘bo est&bhsh rach.o sontact.

The enemy com'ber-a."-back at. appmxma“caly 0730 aecompam.ed by eight tanks
cn the r:l.gh't: flaxic, was fought off by the infant¥y assisted by the fire of one
Lopnm enti=aircraft gune The landing of small craf® cm both FLUE and YELLOW
beaches was stopped by the Navy for several hours due i comsiant shelling by
' the enemy. The Twelve guns of the 131st Field Artillery Bat‘t&lion were ok

ashore a8 yet. The Dukws {two and cme~half ton amphibious trucks) earrying the
artillery put back out To sek e to the shelling except for two 105mm Howitzers

brouwght in by Captain Ross Ayers of Lubbock, Texas, vhich gava the combat tesm
its first artillery support. Imsign Jewple, aftsr many dlff'rcultles, f:mally
contasted the naval gunboats and the fipst newel gun fire was recelved at 0915,
Navel gun fire and artillery begen to take affect ol enemy positiohs ard the 2nd
.and 3rd Battalioms wore alble to move inland to a point just slong the bank of
the railroade The combat team artillery, exoept for the tw gwms wder Captain
Ayers, 1andad on RED beach % the noxrth a.nd be gan to move :'..n'bo Posl'hiono '

Patrols wers semt out to con‘c&o‘b the 1st Bai:'haln.on- from Waom no commmica-

tion had Deen received, but the patrols were umable o' get through dwe Yo enemy

machine gun and artlll ary i‘:.re sweeplng the dunes and beaches. Iaemy snipers

were very activas.

An attack by eight tanks on the 2nd s.nd 3rd Battalion Qos‘tmns WasS repel"- .

e& by the 11‘:fantry with snti-teak lawnchers sad rocket guns and by maval gun
 firge Two banks were knpoked out and the remainder retreated to positions inm

*‘he hllls ey tha ‘east and south.’

The aagmental combat team comfend post was moved 500 yards direetly ln-
lend from YELLOW beach at 1200 Gommwnications had been est&bl:.shad with the
- 2ad and 3rd Pathslions but the lst Battalion wes still out of contaet and its

oxact position was mot krown. The beaches and dunes were centinpally swept by art-

illery fire of the Germaus and bthe landing of equipment and perscimel prosesded

again on YELIOW beach under extremely hazardous conditions. The command post was

bracketed by fire from 881s but no direct hits were made., Patrols from the 2nd
and 3rd Battelions continwed o inch themselves along taking out sniper emd
mehln& gua opposition. The artlllery and neval gan fire heg&n to silence enenmy
fire from Hil) 78 and Hlll GOLIIQA S, meo‘ !

| The borrain just in the rear of the beach on which the lst Ba'btallon land=

'; ed uwnder commend of Lt. (olonel farles™f. Smith of Gonzales, Texas, was absolute-—

" with a few isolated patches of scrob growth scattered through the area. The ares

-1y flat, eut by shallew iwmrigation ditches bordered by serub bushes and tress

was domirated on the immediate right and Promt by hills ouly one to one and ond-
kalf miles away. The flat area wes defended on ‘the beach proper by machine gun.

- Eoﬁi"&ions_ in depih; on the hillis - ths r:\.ghfo by & batbery of four guas; the fiat

=35 -
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_' ar_aa.pi-bigei- ‘gms in depth and twe 75mm mor tarss, The foui- Zuns axé bvo mortars
were captired.. The batialion. wag wet by heavy machine gm fire from both grownd,

_positions snd from tanks and was scathered and piimed to the! grovmd., The men

- sought cover in the shallow irrigation -ditches vhereupon ‘the, Germans pladed thelr
wachine guds to fire directly.down the ditches causing aumerous ceguwml ties. The

‘only ‘other cover afforded ws _the seatbered serub '_groﬁt}}' wich the enemy con-
- stantly swept with fires o o '; .

~ ¢on the beach three 77mm self-prepelled cannons of the regimental Canncn
Gompeny ‘came i on  the 3rd 'fooat wve of the lst Batbalion. Gne of the landing
craft carrying one camox Wes turned beck by %he Navy bub the other tws cammons .
. were Yanded under the direction of 1st Libe (lair F. Carpenter of Qmaha, Webrasim,
" commanding the 1st platoow of e CAmNOR Gompanys Onie cennon vehicle under ths
direction of gergesnt Guy E. Spencer of gedar Bayow, Texas, hit a mine before it
could ciser the beach, knoeking it oubt and vownding Sergeant Spemcer, Corporal
ilfred (. Reisenwiti of Portland, Pennsylvamia, Techniclan V, Jaspsr O Reybolds
of gmithfield, Texas and Privats Bill Bowles, dJr. of Amiagle, Wost Virginias
- %.t. Garpenter's cammon vehicle ‘gvaded the mines and pulled txp into & defile on
" fhe gunes, The defile was swepl by machine gun fire Iyom both: flénks and the
- gun sight-was hit and put out of commissions Lt garpentor wan across the beach
ander -enemy Pire and obiained the zmn sight from the canmon hit by the mine. The
sight being wdamaged, LT. garpeliter brought it back to Ik vehicle. gorporal.
Edgar.L. Blackburn of garland, Texss, endeavored o place the gun sigat in posi-
tior but was hit by machine gun fire and instantly killeds Lts Carpeubter Yhem
tried w sdjust the sight and was severely waunded by the same machine gunle

Hearuhile, the £lat terrain oceupied by the lst Battalion, beimg ideal for
tank opsrations,.was overrun by five Merk IV tanks.: The tanks rangver the posi~
. . tion oceovpied by Company "C" wder the commsnd of (Bptain Henry E. Lehmsn ol
' gan antonio, Texas. -Captain Lohman kept his men in irrigation dikches as the .-
tanks rolled over them on three separats oecacions. As the tanks passed the
dxbches they woild open fire with pachine guns directly on the men. A Compeny "B
dstachment led by 1st Lt. Bugeme E. Ball of Portagevills, Missouri, was cauwght by
" the tapks in an open fields The “tanks fired their machine gurs ox the meu klling -
and younding seversl of them. L% Ball was fun over by a tanmk bub recoversd -emongh
1o welk back to the Yatialion aid station where he disd. .A Company "BY platoon ™
1sd by Stff Sergesut Jawes A- fhitaker of Sex Antonio, Texas, was also ecaught by
© the tanks. -Sergeant mWitaker e;np‘ai_.g'd'.'&l 'glip of smmoniticn from his submadhineg .
gw into. the driving aperture of she tank. The tank lurched as though the driver
had Been kit snd ancther man. was taling his place. Hachize gum fire from the
tank caught Sergeant Wiitaker across the legs. As ho lay wonmdsd on the ground,
Sergesut Jhiteker placed ampiier clip of dmunitien in his subemchine gun and -
mgain openad fire. The tank then turaed and moved off im another direckion
. which mdoubtedly saved meny men of Sergsenl Thllakerts platoons ‘

P #he 1st Battalion companies endeavored to reorganize but the slightest

. movement of grass or brush or the snapping of a twig immediately brought engmy ¥
fire to bear on them. Three railway guns obptured by gompany "B* during the

. nigh’-and prepared for demolition by e 1st platoom of ompaxy A", 11lth _

 fagineer Battalion, were destroysd when it Dbecame apparent that they cowld xot -
be defanded properly. The Germaus wuld open fire with rifles apparenily shool~

 diag at mo partieuler targst. Wen our troops would opel fire at these scattered

. rifles, the enemy wuld obsarve owr positions and ley morter and machine gun

o Sirgemthem. Tals tapdigveo oy adertad P oiegy I ORR BT e S




Reproduced from the Undassiied | Declassified Holdings of thé Matignal Archives-

1

End Lt. stamley Sc-huyler of Braoklyn, Hew 'j:'or&c, had ot bee:a. pmned down by the
Gemarts. 1.t+ gchuylerts platoon operated very. effectively axd reduced several

' Gerwan mach:l.na gun positiors. -The platoon would observe 'bhe nad ing zwa fire,

craep in plose and f:u'a & grena.de with sxcellent reaultsf

The ‘berra:m over which the End’fBattaiion eomm&ndad by Iﬁagor Horman ,g,»
mebster of San Antonio, Texas, and thé Brd Betbelion commanded by Lts (:alonel
- Réward Ds. Me(all of San. Antonic, Texas,. operated consisted of & marrow besch and
a low sand dune 1ine with very gentls rolling covntry be*-ond.. Fhis ares wes ¢ov-

" sred by a mmber of irrigation ditéhes and ons fairly ‘large oansl, patches of
© serub growth end meny rook fercos four feet high that separgted farms and home=-
steadss The fences were of advaniage to. both the Americans: and Germans dbut

causea the advance %o be slow due ‘o each house and fenea h&vmg o be taken
parataly; ' : | ?

Due to the sirong amy fira the 3rd Battgl:.on compam.es wore un&ble to
reorganize sfter landing. The major portion of Company LM :commanded by
Captain Edgar Ford of Rusk, Texas, pressed well forward but: ‘the remainder of
Gompany YL* and Gompanies "IV and "N were unabla to reformiand fought their
~yay inland mostly in groups 6f two or three. 'The battalion had no contact with
Qompaniss "LY and B M. and only & small portion of Company #EM. Gompa:ny BEE yms
T badly disorganized dus T the 1oss of the company . comua nder cap’mia Laner‘-: G
Gosch of Flatonie, Texas, wWo. wes injured in jumping over airock wall. capta.m _
Hersel ;&. Adams of gan - Antonio, Taxa.s, Cperations foicer of the Brd Batl:allon,

~ wpon seeing Compeay “"E¥ disorganized, took command of the scattered troops and

reformed them, ca.pw:.n Adams leod a chargs by the mfantry aga:.nst onemy tan¥s

and successfwlly broke wp the attack although his men “had to press forward under

moriar, machine gum snd smell ams fire. (apbainm Adems was wimded in the leg
- during the atlack and was placed on the side of a canal after vecoiving medieal

- athention. He directed bis troops to leave him and continue Hhs aitack. The

spemy itanks had reformed and again pressed. forwarde In this atback Captain
Adams ms again exposed 1o enemy fire and was-kilied.

Ald men of the Meﬁ,mal Detaehmen’a performed ’Ghe:.r ntdes mlmtly wder Y

heavy fire from the Germans. .Private Thomms J. Dumbar of Fhiladelphla, . Pennsyl-
- vapis, Private Vite LaGetinta of .Bronx, New Tork, Private Joseph J. Zebil el

- Akron, Qhio, Private William Lisecki of HNew Rochelle, Few York, Erivate Jossph

' P. Maher of TWewbuwrgh, New York, and Technician V- Jos A. Sdalzer of Housion, Texas,
completely disrepgarded their omn safety to brmg w mded mezn aid vhile axpossd

- to enemy fire.and observations

Ser gaant Lesl ie k. 1P and Sargaa:a:b Hawey Sellars of ?p.eldar, Texas,
end Frivate First (lass Kenneth MoKemzis of Phil adelphia; Pemisylvania, ell

'mamhera of Qompsny *L¥, displayed great courage waen thelr smell detecdhment
. was eut off from the main body of Yheir company. The ‘de v chment was Yrapped

ond:hraa sides by enemy fire. §er geant Wifl sund Ser geant Sellsrs eaxpy ﬁed them—

- selvas o the enemy fire in get’clng thedr men dug ims Privabe MoKenzle gave aid

% fhe injured and assisted in bolstering the morale of the men besides carrying .~
" a-wounded man back To safety. Corporal. Arthor W. Funter of “Gonzales, Toxas, & °

member of Company “K“, was killed wen he mderteck to flank a machine gun nest
that wes harrassing his company. Staff sargaant Reymond H. Farig and 3taff

. Sergeant QGecil E. Hunter of Gonzalss, Texas, both members of Company #ER, led a

- flankiag move by their plafoons.on enemy mechine gom positions. After causing




g
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tha (8 rmaxs. to w:.thdraw o new posltmns, Sargeant Fhrig and Sergeant Hunter ,
“built vp & defensive 1ine along the side of & eanal. fhileg directing the place*-
‘ment of his men, Sergeant Bhrig was exposed to. eneny fire #nd was killeds N
. #he machine squaed of Company “H* of which Prlvata Pirst @lass glward L. Rookey
of Oswem, New York, snd Private Lavern (ounsslman of Sagmaw, Michigan, were
i members; w&s. a%goked by fowr March IV tanks. TUpon soeing ithe tanks coming bo-
‘wards their positlon Private Rookey and Privats Cowselmen: obm:.nad an anti-
' 4ank rocket lawmcher from a wunded man and crawled within -bhzrty yards of the
tankse  Their firing of the rocket launcher was so affect:.ve that combined with
. the efforits of the other mewbers .of the ma.ahlns/ E&.ﬁ, the ta.nks were forcsd to-
v thdram. - Sex’gea,n'b Theofre J» Mitchall of ILuling, Taxas, 8 member of COmpany
LB I% wms knocked unconcious by the concussion of an axnloding,aﬁmm shall vaiech
"~ killed two members of his ‘squad. Ser ge&m: Mitbehell was qmélﬂy evacuated to the
beach and then to & ships Tpon regaining conolousnessy Serigeant Mitehell begged
the shin's do ctox t let him return. when the doetor refused,, he asked permis=-
s3on to see the shlpfs captain who reconsidered hls case and sent him ashore on
the first Toat. ' lst Lt. John R. ¥elain of Ma,lﬂlrlzom‘ Executive Offieer of -
Compery "E", took commmnd of & scattersd group of seldiers and successfully lsed
them in en asseult wen enemy machme Zun pos:Lt:Lons -nh:tch stood in 'i:he wy of
" his tattalion’s advances -
Captain Ford of gompany " established communicetion with the 3rd Bat-.
 talion by radio angd directed moriar fire so effectively that a tank atiack S
broken snd forced ‘beck several hundred yards. lst Lt.. ﬁllll&m Gs Brom of

" Essex Junction, vlmsmont, Forwayd Cbserver of the i3l 8% Field Artiliery Bai?balion, '

 attached to the 3rad. Battalmn then crept forward to ai observation poimt anrd ﬁi-
rested naval gun fire on the. immsdiate front of ﬂae ha"t:balion disabling several
,'ba,nlcs and oauslng the others. o wlﬁadraw;

_, ‘The 2ud Bat‘tal:.on, landz.ng f:.fty mutes la'be, passea '!:hrough rear- elemm-bs
of the 3rd Batbtalion dng ia on the beach and prosssdsd aleng the left flaumk of
the 3rd Pattalion towmrds its objactwe.' Gompeny "EY, commended by (aptein -
- - John L. Chapin of El Paso, Texas, wks able ® reorgamize ot 0615 approximately
© " 300 yards from the beach, and drove forward wntil an atback by five Geman .
- tanks foroed themen to take cover. By firiag rifles, machiné guns, hend grene
ades end rifle grenades the tauk attack was repelled and the tanks withdrew to
& distance of 500~000 yards from: e beach. Company "F", cemmsnded by Captein
- thariss H. Hanner of LaFeria, . Taxas, ‘logt one platoen of his company when.the
- landing craft the platoon was in fell from the ship while being lowsred inte
the waber. With his depleted foree (aptain Hamwver reorganifed his company by
© . 0700 and went forgard on the extreme left flank of the regiment wntil his men
o sought cover from an atback by sight tanks rm:mg scross the front of both |
. Companies "EM and "PY, The tanks kept mAneuvering across the front line hs.rre.s-
. - sing the troops and mfl:l.c'l-.:.ng aumerous cagikliies m.%:h machine gun fire uxkil:
" they were forced to retreat solely through the efferts-of infantry WSAPODRS e
- Detachments of Company @Y, commanded by Ceptein gharles M. Beachem of san
h .én‘bonlo, Taxas, mrked well forward and assmstadf in repellmg The tank atbacks -

Gorporal Ban.:l.to G . Dcm:.nguez ofHan Axtonio, ‘J:exa.s, kaocked out an snamy

T . half~-track with a rz.fler grena.es-/f Privata Flrs’a Class Juan R. Padilia of Del Rm, '

. %exas, effectively ussd his rotket gun against the btanks ard as the tanks withe

- Grew he followsd them eontinuing to- fire his weapon. gorporal: Memuel G. Genzales ™

ok Walda, Texas, in clesing in on... 8 mnk position, wa'E obsarvedq, by e shemy and
'. Th .

5 and ﬁ au@% & leg;s As he lay helpless % move, oue of the tanks ran over

Cgﬂ Manvef o, c'.-?ca.m!es

Gomalez 1o lrsked as Kih. e Mmmf c. =

L

L _ Privatbe F:L‘r'st Glass Tirso Fe uariilo of anck Sprmgs, Texas,
i ?G-ada,c as sFqfly wovaded ™ s listed i 0 = o o
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tried o remove Corporal Gonz&les, from the path of the tank,and narrowly escaped
being rim over. Frivabe First (lass Salomon 3an®os,: Jr« of Premont, Texasg, and
private First Class Abner E. Carrasco of Bl Paso, Toxas, &g pumter and assistent
gumner of & 1ligh® machine gun squad, placed their machine gud on top of a rock -
mall while under fire from ensmy machine gwms and fired upon the German tanks
' menacing the froumt line pesition. fTheir fire was affective fin forcing the tmunks
- 4y withdraw. Private Harold B. Beaver ol Ringlowm, Pennsylvanis, seored a kit
- with his anti-iank grenade by slipping in closely fo an enemy tanke Private
" pirst Class Juan Pruitt of Pearsall, Texas, placed his Rrowning aubomatic rifls - !
. on top of & sione well snd mainteined & heavy volume.of fire against the enamy o
until hi# position was loeated by & German gumner who opéened fire and killed him.
- Privats Reymond ¢. Gutierrez of Sonors, Texas, was woundsd wile firing his Browning
sutomatic rifle at the enemy,  Two bullets pierced. Private gutierrez? helmet in
 such a place &5 bot o injure him, but a third bullet cdught him in the arm.
Private guttierrez, although wouvnded, moved forward, located am enemy machine gun
and knifed the German gumer to- death. 1st Sergeant gabrisl L. Naverette of -
£l Paso, Texas, having been given the mission of reaching tie baiialion objective
- and detemining the enemy swengih if the enemy was encowbered, was wunded in
thg hend when & German machine gun kmocked the sigmal projector from his hand
 thet he was attempting to sigml with. Private First Class Alfrede P. Buiz of
Fl Pase, Texas; o mewber of Sergeant Nevaretie!s patrol, closed in oz & taxnk and
-exchanged fire with & mewber of the ‘tank crew who was firing with & mechine pis—
tol from the turret. Private Rulz approached so close to. the tank that be was
' csught in the camouflage of brush used by the Germans sud pulled for about tem
yards before belng able- to break loses Staff Ser geant Enrique Qchotorena, .
. Sergesnt Carlos Irvebeli, gergeant Jesuvs M. Luclo, sergeant Rafael Q. Torres, T
. gergesnt Marcelino Valdez and Technician V ¥anuel I. Madrid, all of Xl ¥Fase, =
- Texas, exposed themselves to enamy fire on mumerous cecagiong while lemding
- their men aud exhibited great courage fo toleter the morele of the men frelng
. the tenk atbtacks. 1lst Lt. James M. Humphries of Jacksonwille, Florids, woried
Birelessly and exposed himself to direct fire from the enemy on numerous ook~
sions. Lh. Huaphries and all of the abtove nemed enlisted men, are members of
company -"E' which played & vitel part in protecting the beackhead against re-
! - peated enemy abtacks vhich possessed mwch gresier fire power then that of the
. 7 iofentry. The aggressive action of every mewber of Qompany "E' was, instrumental
' "~ in keeping the enemy tanks from driving dowm to he beach itselfa . = '

L ls¥ L’c.'Par_Lda;zz_'S'b G. ‘Hough -of Frederielktown,. Missourl, and 2nd 1%, Raiph S
J. Melorrow of Minneapolts, HMinnesota, both officers of Compeny "I, displayed - i
great cowrage im fighting off the atisek of the eight tanks on the 2nd Babtiealion
froubs They exposed thewselvos almost contifwously to enemy fire for forty-five :

minvies watil dnfantry fire foxced the tanks to withdraw. Private Herman R. -

. Rermhack of Elmhurst, New Jersey, & member of the Hedical Dotachment abtacked Yo . '

. Gompany "F", advanced thrcugh an opeh fleld govered by enemy fire to give ald o
an American soldier and & German soldier who lay helpless from thelr wounds.

. 2nd Tt. Richard M. Menion of Nlagare Falls, New York, §uaif Ser geant Andrew P»

: gmythe of El Pasc, Texas, Ser geant Gegrge C» Potwin of gQueens Village, New York, .
-and Sergesnt Jack M. Townzend of El Paso, Toxas, all members of fompany "HY, ad- .

 venced their machine gum section across the beach in the face of intense enemy -
fire to & position ahead of the-frent line rifle companiss. Thelr mechine gums . .

. opened up against the tAnks and aided in forcing their withdrawal as well as - s

' Inocking out two enemy machine gui nests. Corporal Leander Holloway of. Frookiyn.

. Hew Yorlk, led his Compeny “BET machine gon squad along & stons wall undsr heavy

. wmachineg gun fire to & position where the squad eould ves ite woapen against a

P
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- Garmen nalf-track f:.rlng from a sheltared pos:'.tlon bes ide a house. Corporal -
Hollowey's squad so effectively placed thelr fire on “he half track that it was :
foreed to withdraw enabling olur troops to advance several hundred yards. Private
Pirst lass. Edwerd 0. Horstman, Jr. of Big ook, Towa and Pnlvate Julien (. '
I}:.llard of Selem;: ‘-:flrg:.nla, ~members of the 2nd Battalion Hesdquariers Jompany,
18id and maintained a wire line ‘o Company PRY from the batbalion command posh--
& distences of over one nile. Several 'times Private Horstnan and Private Dillard,
‘#hile harrassed by eremy machine gon, sniper and artil 1ar'y fire, exposad tnem-
selves o repa:.r the 11ne and keeyp commmat:.ons establ :Lshad.

lst L% Koy . Bass of $an Antonip, Texas, cosmander c:E‘ the Reglmental
Headguarters (ompany }ln‘bell:.gence and Reconnalssance Platoon, organized scatber-
od troops of several compewies mmeda.abaly after landing and defended the right
- flenk of the reglment throughout the entire day and aight. ‘The Intelligence and
" Reconnaissence Platoon forwerded valuwable information to Golonel Werner during
this period which emabled art:l.llary and gvn fire from the mevy fo keep the enemy
re‘breatz.ng.

A% 1900 an attack plan was fomulamd to move the 211(1 and. 51‘(:1 Battaliens
fo initial objectives om hills to the east snd. south of +the beaches wder cover
of "derimess. Enemy ‘positions in the towns of CAPACCID and OGLILSTHO and the
roads leading wp to and beyond them were ‘heavily shelled by.our srtillery and
_naval gun fire. The beach was atbacked by enemy. bombers but heavy anti-
airerafy fire made their misslons exiremely hezardous. The ‘German planes flew
in-a% high spesd, Aropped their bombs haphazardly trugting to make a lueky hit
on the nimerous craft wnloading supplies and persommel, Veer sha.rply %o the ‘east
from ihe beach and m&ke & ruwn through the flak to the mouwntains. TFriendly
Fighter plens coverage, however, kept the skies relatiVBly ¢lear of encmy planss,
during the days
'.'“ L at Qul 16 - Sap‘bem‘oer the 2nd and %rd Battallons bagan their move to posl-
‘tions to the hills south and east of the beackes. The 3rd Patbalion moved to .
’H:Lll OLINA S, MARCO northeast of AGROFOLI, bypassing the Lst Battalion which -
‘was 5%i11 held dowmn by strongly entrenched machine guns and mortars. & small
lawownt of ensmy sniper activity failed to slow e movement and the batbalion
~2losed in on its position before daylights - Thé Zﬁd Batballon, moving sast of
H:ghway 18, also bypassed fhe Tst Batbalion positidnss  Enemy activity could be
..observed but the march was completed w} thoutdrawing anemy Tire. Patrols pra-
seading the battalions noted signs of a hasty retrsat by the enemy--abandonsd,

;. burned and wreelced vehicles 2und qmn’cl’cles of supplles.

Batbalion when Captain Selser K. Harmanson of Wharton, Texas, commanding
Gompany "BY, radiced that he had approxlm&‘calsf %90 wen of the 1st Battalion
 ho were procesding to mop up enemy opposition still remaining in %heir seciore
A deve.chmant of Company M;¥ led by Staff Sergeant (laude W.: sherry of “la'bon:l.a,
Tezas, &ad & Platoon of (ompany PBM surrouwnded & houss im the lst Batimlion ares

- from weich sniper and mechine gum fire wes. coming. Ordersz were called in both

| German and Blish, as seversl Polish pr¥soners had been capiured, % surrenders
Ssventeon (& imans surrandered and wore sent’ 'i:o the prisoner of war enelcswa on

. ﬁlﬁ 'beach- .

i \/ At 0750 colcnel Werner reeelvea his flrs;; rs.dlo _eonisct with the lst

-8 -
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Rénma.ﬁts of the d:.'sorgs.nized 1st Batbalion bagan o drifk in-!:_é_, the 2nd

: :_aﬁ& 3:'& Battal ions! and Regimental Headguarterts positions. !4+ 1200 the regie

‘mental command post was moved from the besch ares to a position at the basg of

the -hills one and one=-half miles northaast of . A.GROP(}LL nurmg ‘the movemexnt of
the -command post, Jolonel Terner ‘eontacted Lty Golonel Smith!and- ¥ejor Minor L.

gillisms of Robstown, Texas, Bxecutive Officer of the lsi Ba.ttal:.on, and order= -

ed them to resssemble their battalion as the regimenital reserve morth of the
Zrd pattelion posibion. Patrels were sent inte AGROPOLI and OGLIASTRO and _
found the towmas clear of the ememys.  The Italians clearly indicated their re=-
lief at . the arrival of our troeps+ Italian soldiers still remaining in this

. arez were volubls with their informatlon about the Germens. iThe populexnce of

| ACROPOLI was especially wrought uwp over German atroecities comnitbed befors they'

. and established a sscure defsnse.

‘retréated and were very eager to-assist us. Company "I, eommﬁed by captain

Cecil B. Eubarks of San Antonio, Texss, moved inte .&.gmpoli a*— the reguest of

the people o Major Gensral. - Fred L. ?Elker, comndmg General of the 36t Infan= - '

try Div:.s ion.

’_T:ha apparen“b wi'thdraml of -the enemy wms & wlcome resplte from the hamer-

ing tlows Tthe Gormans had inflicted the previous day. gince; uhere Wes no evi-

dence tha't the enemy woudd not counter-attack from the sowth or west and as the
combat team defended the sntire right flank of the invasion .force, every pre-

caution was taken Lo prepare strong defemsive positions and maintelin aotive and
' alert patrolse Although the men had suffered the severost physical and men‘bal

strain and were prachtically exhaust_ed, they did nov ras‘a un‘t:.l they ha.d dug, m

-

Tpon 11 Sep"cember Colonel wWroer instructed I@jor' Wabster to move iha 264

“Batbalion to new positions south. and east of the tewns of OGLIASTRD snd

FINOCCEIFQ. Patrols were sent from the Pegimemtal Headgquarters Company Tntelli-
gerce and Reconmaissance PFletoon to CICERALE and TORCHIARA. Lt. Base establish-
6d an observation post on Mbt. CICERALE which efforded & superior view of the
country to the south and esst. In.comjunction with the Regimeatsl Intelligance

Officer, Capiain Roswell K. Doughty of mmlpole, Massachusetts, this post a.fford-

ed excellent information for Colonel Ferner on enemy movements or suspicious op-

" erationg in the large area observed. ‘The terrain in this area was covered by
high hills rising into precipitious mountains. The torfuous, marrow road, erate
ered in meny placss by our navael and artillery shelling and strewn with the

wreckage of Gevran destroyed’ and sbandoned tauks and velitles, corkscrewed ieself
out of sight to the souwth. Iine fields were laid and twe bridges Dlown at vital
points on Highwiy 18 by Company A" of the 111th Zngineer .Babtimlion and the lst
Platoon of the 3%6th Recomnaissance. Troops 57mm antietank gune of the Anti-Pank
Gompany commanded by Capiain George (. Guthries of $am Antonio, Texas, were placed
in strategic positions commnding approsches from the south and sast that might
be used by the fermanms for bank operations. The Gamon Qompany wmder the mew
commarnd of 1s% Lt. Bobert T. Henry, Jr. of Fort Tor i, Texas, was split inte

;pla'haons %o support the three battalionse

At 1600 golonel Werner, hav:.ng racewad orders from fensral Tl }:er, mstruot- '
6d LE. Colonel Smith %o move the lst Batbalion to. positions in the vicinity of

- the tows of GIUNGANG end TRENTINARA. The battalion made & merch uphill over a

roubs vehicles could not travel inerder fo occupy these positions.  Vehiclas, . of |
-neeessity, 'braveled rorth on Highway 18, . cutiing hack aast on the ro&d lea,dlng to

SE@éE?
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sAPACGT0 and winding up bo TRENINARA. The terrain in this area consisted of -
gentle rolling hills rising in a steep slops o GIDHNGAR} . At this point shesr

. cliffs rising o heights of 8QC feet jutbed skyward cavsing the foot troops W
‘make long detowrs bo positions they could elimb. The town of TREVIINARA was on
the erest of a high hill that afforded a commanding view to' the east, south and -

wost but was overshadowed on the north by Mt. SOTTANE. The battalion reached

 its assigned positions at 02L5 12 geptember and gttempted to dig in defensive

positions. The ground was abmost solid rock and only & very:small percentags of
the men were able to dig positions; the remainder talking cover and epncealment
in reck erevices and behind parapets built from tha rocks. ' :

The 3rd Battalion, sxcept for moving Company LY 4o adjust the line with
the 2nd Battalion and removiag fompany HT® Prom AGROPOLI for regimental reserve,

remained in its position.

Captein Giaﬁde P. oregan of:Fr;r_t ?;t:zfth, Texas,. Regian?ca-l Supcly officer;
wrked trelessiy on the beach with members of the Service Company to maintain

 focd, wwber and ammenition supplies, coliect regimental properiy strewn for sev-

ers] miles along the landing beaches and establish a dump fox ‘resupply of fhe -
regiment. The beaches were frequently being bombed and strafsd by German planss
despite their losses from anti-aireraf® fire. The position of the Ssrvice
gempeny men o the beach was very hazardous. B -

-

on 12 September Golonel Werner and Lite {}_o]_gnei Smith inspected the 1lst

- patbalion area and rs-adjusted_eompany'posi’a’iona. ‘Arti-tenk gms were placed

at advantageous positions commending the roads lo the eagt and approaches from

the south. A platoon of Company A", 111th Enginser Battaelicwm, prepared demolitions

at Pour bridges along the marrow road leading to the east so that the bridges
coul & be Hlown st the first sign of an enemy attacks The bridges were blown

fatsr in the day as & defeneive measure. Palrols were sent to MOWIEIORIE,

. TESOLE and CAPACSIO, bubt po enemy activity mes observed. The 2nd and 31*6

Bebtalions maintaingd active patrols in their sec¢tors without special events

A% 1015 13 Sepbohber, Colonsl Werner wes ordered by Gemeral -wil ker to move

4ne regiment, less the lst Batialien whilch was to remain in its present seclor

and Companies "FR and "g" which would remain in the locafions sceupled by the

ond and 34 pattalions lrder commend of 1+t. Colonel Priea. At 1350 Colomel

wprner contacted Colonel Hsrold P. Gibson, Chief of 84aff of VI Corps, wic &d=

‘vised thet, the regiment, less the uniks remaining in positions ordered by Gepersi

BLEIR, would be attached to the L5th Divisiom. The régiment was %t oecupy &
sector southwest of BATTIFAGLTIA and siop & Zap between the Mmevican VI Corps and
the British 10th .Corps on the left flank of the L5t pivision. Capbain Isadore M.

_Scott of Jenkinmtomm, Bermsylvania, Regimenital Adjutant was instructed to con=
 bac® The Colonel Eufall and Major Webster and have them mest Colonsl Yerner at & -

rendevouz point in the segtor to be oeccupied, emtruck thse Woops in their present

. areas aud bring them % 2 detrucking point behing the arss to be occupisd.
golonel ¥prmer, accompsnied by a British lisison officer, went forward to recon-
" noiter pos:i?l;ﬁ.gvns after being advised by General liker that the 13324 Field

Artillery Batbalion, less ome bafbery, “fould be atbached W the regiment. I

was decided t occupy positions sslectéd and surveysd by the 23rd British irmored

. Regiment who had Tought over that area end would be the it on owr iwmedisate

1eft flanks A circuitous route for the mevement of motor vehleles was estallish=
ed by the Rritish for our Groops entering the area. The troops began detrucking

- just at dusk. LE. tolonel Megall and Major Wbstaer had met Colonel Prusr ‘and
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completad “tha raconnaissama of their posltlons and the 'l:roons 'began i‘il’bermg

‘inte the sslected_lloeatz.ons wnder cover of darkness. The 3rd Batielion occupied

the front.line wiih the 2nd Battalion in reserve in depth. fhile the troops

were closing in théy were bombed by enemy plenes and shelled by artillery firgs
‘The regimental command post being established by Major John 1., Wllmenn of

San Auntonio, Texas, Regimenial Plans and Operations Qfficer, wes bombed with num-

. erous anti-persornel bombs followed by an enemy artillsry concentration that fell
_ &:.rec‘aly upon the command post. 4% 2200 srders were received from VI Corps re-

moviag the 2nd Batialion from ragmant&l coxtrel and retuming it 40 the 36th

. Division conirel. The 2nd Battalion moved by iruck to an area sowth of the SELE .

River and east of Highway 18 ih the hills to reinforce the 1lL3rd Infantry Regi-
ment voich was withdrawing from an atbvack on Hill Lj2)) above JLTAVILI&. The bat-

talien closed in on its position at 0530 1 - -Sephember, raplacing the 2nd Battalion

of the 1l3rd Infantry Reg:.ment which was pwled out of the lines % reorganize.

At 2100 13 Sap‘bember Lt. GColonel Sm:;*h racaived ordars from Genersl Wlker

%o assemble the 1st Bttalion and march to & point dmns and ona—half miles north-
- east of CAPACCTIo and assume cefensive positions. Positions were dug was well as
eould be in the rocky grownds. The artillery had o blast holes with d:mam:r.ue W
 prepare their positions. The na'ttallon sncotntered no enemy activity in this

. 8sctoT. :

Companies "FY and "E" were removed from the OGLIASTRO and AGROFOLI sreas

to reinforee positions threatened by the German thrust from ALTAVILLA. Lt.
tolonel Price was placed in command of a battalion of fhe 551lst Shore Engineer

 Regiment to defend the southern secj:uor vacated by the reglment. :

At dawn on 1L Sap’ce_mbar,-Regim.exzhal Egadcﬂlar‘hers. and the 3rd -m'bfalion ware

- fairly well established 'in their positions. Compsny "T" was on the »ight and

Gompany LM, then onder. command of lst L't. James R. Eppersen of Rock Springs,

. fPexas, was on the lef+t. Tith Company "¥" detached from the battalion, ¥hs one
and one-half mile line was thinly held. The machine guns and morters of Company
nf? commended by Captein William H. Esupert of $sn Antomio, Texas, were pleaced
@ cover the twe rifle companies. It was necessary to take persomel of the 3rd
‘Patialion Headguarters Company, commanded by Captain Admiral M. MoDonald of :
gan Antonio, Texas, to build up & raserve position. The enemy placed scatbered rifle
‘and machine gun fire on our right flank which feiled to displace any of our troops.

gompany "BY, 75ist Tenk Battelion,. Company "&Y, 60lst Tank Destroyer Battelion,
and Company DU, &h%h Ghemical Bat“cal:.om were abtbtached for' ragimemtal controle

The adﬁzmn of these units was most welcome as "chsy addsd a grest deal of fire
power ‘to gur force. The eipgh® }.;'2 mortars of Company TAM, 82+'bh Ghemical Battalion,
were placed in positions to the resr of the rifle companies. The fanks and twnk
‘dsetroyers were placed in the few concerleéd pesitions aveilables

~ The ares ocoupled was extramely crowded wi'bh~lBritish troops and vehicles
behind us and. on our lelt flarks Nowly landed unlts pouring in from the beaches

added % the congestior . The seclor ocoupied wes the merowest portion of tha
" beachhead, being.only one.and one-half miles from the shoreline to the regimental

copmand post. Had the Germans realized the small forse -that was opposing then,

they could have atbacked with a sfrong foree and split the bridgehead and the two
‘Corps of the Fifth Aray. Before the Germans could obtain a::%, knowledge of our

positions, two observation posts wore establizhed that afforéd a fair view of the

- terrain te our front. .These observation posts reported enemy movements so ace
'curataly and 80 qulckly that our artlllery and naval gun fire prevented the

CSECRET v
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Germans from messing & force of sufficient strength to alback our sector in
force: Through the fire direction ceniter of the 133rd Field Artillery Batbtalion,
" gn excellent liaison wes effected with the British avtillery on our left and with
the Navy gums throwgh Emsign Sempls®s radie. & British artillery observation
plane operated with this growp very effectively. The megsed fire power of the

gms was of such supetior natwes ‘that captured Gormans stgt}ad.-the shelling was
. wtterly demeralizing to their Forces and had cEused many casuslties. The Germans,
" in tum, countered with light artillery that fell om owr fromt lines. : .
Tochnicion V Waliter W. Long of Buda, Texas, "a member of the Medical Detachmend
attached %o Company L7, was killed by this Gemen shell iag. | At noonbtime faptain
Bubenks of Company. MIM wend forward with & British officer %o check the eampany
‘gestor. Qaptein Bubanks and the British officer were placed under machine gum
. fire by tanke and became separateds ' The British officer returned to Company "IV
. snd reported that he had been vmeble to recontact Capimin Fubanks. 4 complets
- .search was made ofl the area where Captain Eubanks had been, bub no trace of him
‘was fdund. It was later learmed that he had been captured by the Germars. o

The berrain in ihis areas was absolutely flat but cut 1p by mumercus farms. Hedge
pows and trees biocked ‘the vision for more tham 300 yards. 1In many places the
ground was SwWmpy with numerous buffalo wallows filled with weter. Jrrigatiom
ditchas and culverts through wiich small streams.flowed crossed and recrossod ihe
gector. Wosguikoes abounded in this atmosphers and from dusk to dawn made 1ife
miserakle for the men. At 2300 an order was received from Fene ral HMiddleton,
“Gommand Gemeral of the L5%th Division, that owr line must be held st all cost--
there must be mo retreat by our troops. ' o o '

~ the 2nd Battalion remiained in their defe_nsive-pcsition’to: waich they had
moved on the night of 13-ll; Septerber until 15 Seplember. Continusl harrassing
artillery fire was directed on the battalion positloens by the enemy from
ALTAVILLA. Company NEM ge s atbacked by ten snsmy tanke whilen vwere supperted by
artillery firé and the brush on the orest of the nill above The company was ssh
ablaze. Private Santo Perri of [Rubury, formecticuk, ‘& wmember of the Wedieal
petachment attached to Compsuy "F", although threntened by the blage creeplng

dowa tomsrds the ecompany positiom and expossd to artillery fire and ememy tanks,
16ft ihe company to render first aid for twenty minvies to a wowided enginesr, -
forpersl Larry V. Panto of Hew prunswick, Few Jersey, Commmications ZJorporal of
 gompeny PPY, repeatedly exposed himsell % artillery fire and shemy tanks to
- 1lay commumicafion lines and Tepily them when broken by artillery shelling.

_ ' The lst Batialion received ordars at 1200 on lh'sapten{qar from General
elker W move from ibs present loeantlon ‘o 'an arsa east of Highway 18 nsar the
SELE River» GCompany %A, commanded by gaptain Herbert B. EitT of san Artonio,

' slope of VUGGOLO DI GATRA SANTAs Major Mzmor L. Williams, directing the company

. movement, Was injured when sesking cover from ememy ertillery sheiling the move~
mant of the company. FPatrols were sent out from gompenies "B amd ¥¢® as far as
+4wo and onewhalf miles in front of their positioms. A Company EY patrol led by .
2nd Lt. Martin J. Tully of Chicago, ‘Tilinols, brought back ascourate snd valmeble . '
information besides -capturing two Germaus. The prisoners bad been advised by
their officers that the Americans always killed prisomers snd were in grest fear’ :
of what wo would do to them. Then-ths prisoners were assured that they would met *.
be killed, they telked freely and apparsnily enswored all questiens to the bestof
their lmowlodze. ‘The company positions of -the tatbellen wers contimwily herrass=~
ed by enemy artillery fire but few caswlties wers sustained. T
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© . on 15 September, cattery "B,
mraing) Baittalion, was aliached to ’dm l§3rd Flelci.&rtlllery E.T:taj_lon nder

regimenval control. ‘The half tra.es:s of this um:t wore dispersed im the rear

of the artillery bat‘harles; Threughnut the dey medium bembers escoried by
'9-38*5; and P-5lts hombed the towns of EATTIP.&.CELIA end BRLI and the road network
used by the Garma.ns. The ground roelced as far back as the regiwental cemmand
post from this terrific bombing. Besides the terrible effect This bombing must
have had on the Gomans, the morale of our troops was raised imeagureably by
%his assistances The Germans used smoke gxtensively o cover their withdrawal

' of.cer tain portions of thelr forces from cur fron® line. . Tha L.2 mortars of
- gompany "A", Slith chemlcal Batbalion, wore used %o flre on (eman observation.

posts. German infantry atwenpted to dig in on owr front ling dur:.ng the night

. but was forced to withdraw by owr artillery Iire.. The enemy cowtered with &
‘emall smount of mortar and artillery fire onm our froht line. sSwell paiwols were
‘sent out. by the rifle compen iegs but encomtered German smpeg‘s and whchline gwige

The lgt Batbalion remained in their position of 1h September. The Germans
kept wp sccurate and effective artillery fire on awery vehicle and treop mevement.

- Friendly tanks madé & movement 600 yards in front of the batialion command post over
‘& flat wiwooded plain. Bnemy 88ts opemed vp on the ‘tanks but failed to score & }n

After a brief sorkie, the tanks withdrew. This: opevata.cn afforded the infantry
goite & show as hara-bofore they had not observed any btank activitiés. The. et
talion wire erew eomposed of . Sergeant Robert 4. Gollier of ﬁredarloksburg, Teitas,
'Eeehnlcianv Gleoro W H&y of Pickwick, Texss, Private F:.rsﬁ Olass LeRoy Rlch‘be:'
of Moultrie, Goorgia, Private Fi rs’s; Class Lecnard J» Motz of ﬁ'dmrdsvn.na, '
Pemsylvanla, ‘Privete First Class Kemeth  Gunnoe of Pins Enob, RSt Virginis,
Private First (lsss Russell H. Fitzgerald of Lancaster, Pemsyivama, Prw&ue
Frod §. Moy of Sén intonie, Texas, and Private (lyde 0. Glosech of Tolede, Ohio,
worked nigat and day under exiremely hazardouz condiiions bo maintaln batbalion
commmications. Time and tine again it was necassary tq wark under aneny art:.}.- :
lery flre to repair breaks in the lines. . '

“The 1s+% Bathalion remalned in their position wntil 19 Sep""embere T‘ne troops

. BpOR eaugh'b on ‘no the German taetics and trieks and thers were few casmltias.

- pn the merning of 16 sepusmber, the 3rd Betbalion was atbacked by shemy tarks.
and infaniry, but the attack was repulsed by British mechanized wnits and our own.
artillerys’ Compeny ¥ ko cked out & German half-treck with smeil srms fire and
captured one prisoner from the vehlcle. Jnmericen bombers were very active again
on eur fromk., Americsn parachutists who hed 1snded behind the (Gswman lines sifted.
‘baok to our positions. Thay advised thet cuwr artillery and navel gun fire had
created great destruction and TNy casal ties in the sec‘tor nor'thxqest west and
sou’dawast of BATT’E?A%IAs .

on l? Septm'ber, CoRDany "A“ "120th Englneer Bat-!:al:ton, less one platoon;

- wes attached o the regment. This wmit was placed in position as the regimenmwl _
reserves During the morning, & Company L' peirol reperited enemy activity in their ¢

sector and our l4.2 moxtars opened fire. Three Gemmsu half-fracks pllling guns

. left this area and our a.r'bllle:'y Imediately laid fire on them. The [5th Bugineers
- replaced the 36t Bnglreers on owr righd flank and the Bribish 131s% Brigade Yo~
' placed the 29th Armored Regiment on our lefd franke. A4 Gorman medical wumif, wear-
" ing red shirts, worked most of  the ‘dey in the sector we had shelled so heavlly, .
- evacuAting caswaliies and remeving their dead. ‘,& Br:.t:.sh patrol returning at 1h3H -
- reported that there were at least 200 German dead in the ares we had been shellings ..

Enemy a.ctlvmy WL s observaq approxlmﬁ'telv two mz.las from our front and after de.rk
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_a.z'. ar+111erry conoen-cration was pls.ee&on thls arsa resultmg in ferrific exploe
sions and & large fire. Two other large f:.res ware s‘ba.rted :l.n S Gy terr:.‘tory :
dur:.ng the night 'b;;r o‘ﬂr ar"hil'iery fires :

Gomunica'tlons men of the 3rd Ba"tallon performed 'tha;r dutiss 811 'i:hrr.mg,h
these operetions under the most hezardous battle: conditions: They worked might
and day under spemy fire and observation to maint®in wire lines. Tech Serpeant
dack J. Dizen, J¥. of San Antonio, Texns, Sergeant George F. Priate of Oxford,
Alabama, Technicén V. 0ssle Ramo of Lena, Loulslans, Private George 4. Jones of
gseranton, Pennsylvania, and Private Wilbur 7. MeGluskey of Anderson, Texas, all

. members of the 3rd Batballon Headquarters Company, performed thely communication

‘duties with great courage and efficiency. Sergzeant Carl M. Teems, Commyni cations
gergeant of Company "LY from Cameronm, Texas, 1aid and maintained wire to his com-

. pany during daylight hours under enemy fire and observation. He exposed himself
o on ey fire fouz- times in one day % repair the llne brolc«axx by artillery shells.

The 1...&1.50:1, :m.ﬁelllgenca information and mmmmxw%ions of the British

. units on our left flank was of & most superior mature throughout our entire stay

ip this seetor. The men wmere greatly impressed with the fighting quwalities of
the British and thelr comradeship wes most appaxent. szts of food and clgare‘b‘hes
wore frequeniﬂ.y exchanged between the two groups; . :

S on 1B sep‘cembar Golone)l Wernmer received & warning order from t‘ne Commanding

: G-anaral of the 4i5th Division that Regiments] Headmsarters and Headquerters fom=
‘peny wuld be relioved sometims during the nighb. The Zrd Battalion was to re-

mein under contral of the L5th Division with all the regimentel atbached units.
A%t 1730 the 3rd Batbalion began its movement forward Yo positions between ,
BATTIPAGLIA and EROLI. The troops observed sigus of hurrisd German evacustica—-
gquntities of ammunition, smell arms-and ‘abandoned and desiroyed vehlclaae
Patrols moved out well in advance of the batitallon positions. At 055 on

ig Sep"ember the %rd Battalion was ordered to occup:r new positions again and
-&n.s s asccomplished by O750. : -

The 2nd Battalion moved from their posit:.on to the hill mass jus‘t; below

- and to the west of ALTAVILLA.

4% 0020 on 19 Septembar orders wers. recoived from the LHth Division relieve

ing Regimental Headgwarters and Headquarters fompany from their control and re-

verting to ‘the 36th Division comtrol. The command post was closed and moved under
osver of darkness to & position near the SELE River east of Highway I8 vwhere it -
bivowacad for the nights C(olonel Werner was ordered by General fhlker %o re-
assemble the regiment under regimental coutrol and oceupy the area arcund
ALLATJILLA The 2nd Ba'htal:l.on was bo remein in its positiom. Thes lst Battalion .
made slight adjustments from its location, sending outpost limes up to the CALORE
River. The 3xd Battslion wags relieved from its seckor at 1520 by a batbalion of

the 179th Infantry Regiment and moved by motor to the assembly ares selected by
. the regiment. Before the 3rd Battalion moved into its asseudly area, ovders were

roceived from Gemersl Pplker to relieve the 504th Parachute Reginment ocouvpying
311 Lok above ALTAVILLA~ The ALPAVIEIZ road was marrow and wukd in a corkscrew

- fashion very steeply up % the town of ALTAVILLA which was sitvated of & high

hill' commanding observetion to the south and west. EIll L2l was still higher

' above ALTAVILIA and vehicwlar traffic was limided o Jeops just beyond the limits
- of e Gowas ALL sup;pl:.es, weapans and ammum.tion h&d %o ho 1ﬁbor:.ously nauled
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‘_ up f&w steep Hills by the "i'-roops.- Three enemy shells fell bealmar the 3rd Bat-
.taliom aream .during. the n:t.gh'i: which were evidently fired from & great distance.

| ..Otherwise, all sectors wore very ‘quiet although'patrols wore mamtained a8 far : o
as SEERE 'li:lroughout the night.. . _ | _\ | |

fn 20 §aptembaf, 6ther"“1,mits still oceupying pos:.t:wns in the regimental
. sector were withdrawm.. Golonel Werner received orders from.General wmlker fo
clear the ALTAVILIA area of dead and vownded and the battalions besmn searching
~ their areas for bodiess Many were found in the hills above;.&LT,ﬁ'iLLA—-beth
jmerican and German.. A1l gmerican dead wore brought off of ithe hills and a ‘
cemetery was establ:.shad below ALTAVILLA. S wany of the Gomen dead were in
... such-a bad stats of deoompos:l.tion that burial spots were selocted on the hills.
. 3Bny of the Qerman dead bore mo identification. The town of ALTAVILLA itself
was & shembles. Mot one building seemed to have escaped the shelling of both
dmerican and Geman forces. Many houses were ullerly demolished. The wAter 11ne
for the town had been broken by shell fire and the entire populance had to use
the tap from a small artesian woll for their water supply. Troeps entered and
searched each building in the town, finding dead and mundea, g:_v*;.]_:.an;;. As quickly
as possible medical aid was given to the wounded and the desd removed. The *
stench of death was sverywhere. Ien, women and children walked the strests . o
and stood in dormys in a dezed manver. The Germane had tiken all of their
_tools and they were powerless %o exoavete. the desd from domolished buildings
vhere -bhey had been trapped. AMGOT officials srrived in the town and civilian
poliocs ‘were appointed %o help contrcl the populazmce and endeavor o restore
soms arder. With the assistance of qur troops, all available marpowsr wes
drafted to assist in removing the dead and clearing the strestg. The removel
of the military dead took all day, all night and part of the next day. The
task of clearing ﬁLTAYILi& vent on. for days. :

on 21 septamnar Ganaral mllcar ordered the rag:l.men‘b irte & bivowse aves -
. below ALTAVILLA near the SELE River to re-organlze raplaee equymen-!: and
‘secure & much needed rest.

. Thmu@l 2ll of the operatlens ‘Lhe mam'bers of the Begmn*lal Headq‘uar'bers
Company commanded by lst Lt. Hareld §. Dulluig of gan pntonio, Texas worked
tirelessly to maintsin regimental commu ications, provide reconrsissance and
intelligerice infommation, prepare commarid post Pprotection by members of the
‘Band under Chief gryrant Officer Homer A. Tarpke of San MArcos, Fexas, and
c&rry on the mul tifaricus-details of & regimental headguarters. The commun-—
ieations platpon of Regimental Headguarters Company under 1st Lt. Kelman P. Gomo
of High Point, ‘North Garolina, laid end maintained. approximtely 250 mileg of
telophone wire since the invasion dats and provided redie commwnieetions with
‘battelions, divisions end supporting weits. Mester Sergeant Rex L. I’assmre
of Ban jpavondio, Texas, Tech Sergeant {letus H. Baird of San Antonic, Texas,
Techniclan V Viviano Reyes of Sen Antorio, Texas, Technician Veeorge Meurer of |
Jockhaxt, Texas, Tech:nlean ¥ Arthur #. Heary of Fort Naches, Texas, Privabe B
*Pivst Class Herman Twz of Fre&ermx:sburg, Texas, Private First Class Lym Wells Do
of Gilmer, Texas, Private Pirst (lass Toy J» McGoy of Vernon, Texas, Private :
First Qlass Billie J. gwanm of cmmll, Texas, Private First class Lester H. Lems.
of (linton, Qhio, Private First Class J. M. Farr of Tllas, Texas, Private Flrs'b
Glass He (. Bucknsr of Dscoae, Texas, Private #iilis V. Padon of Liberty, Texas,
Priveds Hanry ¢+ Irvin of Stivnett, Texas and Private waliter 4. Etoite of Bronw, L
‘Hew Tork, all members 'of the commmications platoor, worksd Aight and day mnder © 0]
‘shekl :f‘lre, sneamy snipers and strafmg of. anemy pla.nas. The work of this pla*&oan L
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" played an 'important part in the successful operations of the regiment.

The enlisted personnel of the Regimental steff sectioms]composed of e ster
Sergeant John B. Kyser of Little Rock, Arkansas, Master Sergesnt Thurman ¢. flark
of Bobstown, Texas, Staff. Sergeent Robert De Disterle of Detreit, Michigan,
Technician IV -John R. Proegel of Dundes, Tilincis, Pechnician IV Richard . $@nders
of Palaoios, Texas, Techihiclian V Frank E. Mechler of Scranton, Perxsyl vartie, ' -
Technician ¥ Bridger P. Hobday of Harlingen, Texas, and Privete ¥arvin a. Bemnstb
of San Anbonio, Texas, mainitained the operations intelligence maps, perfomed '
the nécessary administrative detils, and worked ceaselsssly Ffor several days and
nights wthout rest during certein periods of the operation whan euemy activify.
demanded comstent vigilence. o ' o

The end of the operation Yivalande® found the regiment iin good condibione
- porale amongst the men was high. They were proud of their achievement of bedng”
the first jmericah troops to land on the continent of Europe~-the first troops to
meet e Germans-’lt)\n the besches and drive them back. Their pride was thoroughly
justified. Y ' ‘ : A

_ gaswslties of the 1l et Infantry Regiment for the ope rétioli "'._awaianche“ -
were 8§ followss . - " : '
S ‘ QFTICERS EWLISTRD EEE TOTAL -

XTLLED IN ACTIONHeevevocsns A 57 60!
. HUNDED IN ACTTONevessress 8§ 142 1507
’ HISSING IN ACTIONesooavovs 1 o L2
. Bnemy casmlties, eaptured snd destroyed materisl are as follows
' ' ' S ; BT THAT BD
. : e - ATDTT IDEAL
EriSOIkGI‘S 0Ff TBIesssaseanerantstsanrens L].O : :
..Killedacoo.-c-..s.qtac_;caou_oto--ooa-oa.ov& 85 k - 200
TGP0 e seransesvrratrarsesetsrsaan e “{eaptured) - Loo |

oW

'I;[[ark “IV TaﬂkSS Des‘bréyqd..-.-u [T ITAES 1
¥rocxed out bub re-

_ﬂie?ed by the SNEMNYsssssnssanenvosy 2.
Self-propelled armored {type mlnoan)ee 1 (destroyed)
‘fommand &:Reconnaissance Vehiclosereser 2 {destroyed)
' ' o T 2 {eaptured intact)
: '-%'_'TOI'.‘ vehicleooa. Y SR EN E L RN S 1 ﬁc«a?tured in‘FacJG}
) ‘ : 'Motorcy'cles.....-.. YT IR TR -t.neta-uuao. 'y 2 (destroyed}
LT 2 {oaptured intect)
?53]:&}_’[ AIZti-Taﬂk. GlllSesissnnassntsanavads 5 {dﬁstroyed}
. 50 cel -,Q,nti-aircraft ElMisscssntsrsssntns 1 (captured. il'!.’t&c't)
HoZ DA TS s esssansensrsvrssssesesrenssssss 3 {oaplured intact)
‘I*Jhclline {W:Bv--a--oa- ol&-n_-no—oa;ooc.cooc;* L!. (G&ptﬂl’ﬁd int'ﬁct)
Tomm Gun with Armmitictes.ecsescierins 2 {eapbursd intach)
105/1ly Gwns {Tvelian) with 1B0O ‘
rownds of ammmitioneeeetcs cnercanes h E_daptured intact)
Reilvey Gums {celiber unimowi)sagse---» % (destroyed)

Machine Gun Ammopitioheseovescssesscess 5000 vomds (captured intact)
Hand Grepades {(ItiianYesecessree-eeoss 3000 {eaptured intact)
Garbines [Italian)..-.......-........'......' 200 {captured intact)
Wise suell arms somunltioNescesscccosos 5000 rounds {captured intect)
Barbed %ﬁre iﬂ .I'Olls.-. cinsentg e s A ARy 150 {c&p‘bm&'ad intac-t)
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